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’_'More Chinese Puxxzles

+~ Some months ago, as we noted at the time, the Senate

¢ Foreign Relations Committeo hired a San Francisco out-

- fit, Conlon Associates, Ltd., to prepare a report on U.S.
foreign policy in Asia. The report is now in. Among its

F-a3 recommendations: Communist China should be recognized,
. admitted to the UN, seated on the Security €ouncil;
Nationalist troops and “civilians willing to go™ should be

... withdrawn from Quemoy and Matsu.
“*5'% Sinoe our political comment on these proposals is

self-evident, we here give passing attention to the
- tantalising question: Who and what is Conlon Associates?
a) The Associates profess to act as Public Relations

and Business Consultants on Asian matters;

b) The head Associate is Richard P. Conlon;

c¢) Mr. Conlon come to his present post from the Com-
mittee for Free Asia, now the Asia Institute—an analogue
of the Free Europe Committee, generally understood to be

a front for the Central Intelligence Agency;
d) Mr. Conlon came to Free Asia, in 1952, from Wash-
ington, where as a protégé of John Paton Davies he was
‘ : nominally connected with the State Department’s Far East-
:ern Division, but generally understood to be in fact work-
ing for CIA, with which Davies way then a key State

* . Department liaison officer. It was Mr. Davies who in that
e '

' "::riod proposed setting up a covert CIA auxiliary to .
..~ include Edgar Snow, Agnes Smedley and other publicists
for the Chinese Communists. :
Does this genealogy indicate that there is still a liv-
ing link between CIA and Conlon Associates? And are the
... Conlon proposals current CIA policy? Such questions,
of wide public interest, should certainly engage the at-

€W yention of a congressional committee. And the Senate’s

Foreign Relations Committee comes naturally to mind;
"™™*3 10 investigate whether the CIA is currently engaged in ac-
tivities counter to the declared foreign policy of the Uni- -

ted States.
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